NC Subvets,

The article below is about the 2008 memorial service at Kings Base that was featured in the base's newspaper "The Periscope.” On the front page which has a
picture of the WWII Subvets in attendance this year, Bill Morris, Joe Ritter, and Bill Whelan are in the picture. The other page continues the story on page 7 of the
newspaper, Bill Morris has a good looking plate of barbecue.

World

By MCSN Eric Tretter

Periscope Staff

Last week, World War II
and Cold War submarine
veterans began trickling in
to Camden County, Wearing
blue-and-black vests covered
with patches identifying their
former hases and boats of ori-
gins, the veterans shared sto-
ries and embraced memories
of times gone by in submari-
ner history.

“This is one of their happi-
est times, said John Crouse,
manager of The 5t. Marys
Submarine Museum. “They all
love getting together, and this
is the second or third largest
event in the country. We have
them come from all over, so
they get to see shipmates they
haven't seen for years.”

As World War I submarine
veteran Bill Castleberry Jr. put
it, “I have shipmates that are
still living like me. You never
forget them, and they don't
forget you."

The weekly calendar of
events included several SSBN

War II sub vets ashore for reunion

Nearly 50 World War 1l submarine velerans stand near the Submarine Veterans of World War 1l Memorial Pavilion.
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around the service held Friday
at the Submarine Veterans
of World War 11 Memaorial
Pavilion in front of Trident
Training Facility.

Commander MTCM (58)
Donald Racquer (retired) were
responsible for the Tolling of
the Bell in remembrance of
each,

open on my heel as | was
walking away from it — there
should've been a rubber gas-
ket on the bottom of it. Almost
severed the tendon,” he said.

and make nine patrols during
the war.

When asked about the dif-
ferences berween boats then
and now, Castleberry said, “1

men are responsible for the
life, death and, a’hem, burial
of the USS Barbero (SS/A/G-
317). Rather, Paul “Ken" Rash
(left) commissioned her in

but didn't sink her though.
From what [ understand, they
dropped bombs, fired rockets

See Sea Stories, Page 7



World War 1l submarine veteran William G. Morris searches for a seat at the Naval Submarine
Support Center barbecue Nov. 6 at the Kingsland Ramada Inn.

Albert Cabana chats with a Sailor during his visit to Kings Bay for the World War Il submarine

veterans’ reunion.

Sea stories abound as vets gather to remember old friends

Continued from Page 1

and dropped hedgehogs, and
she wouldn't go down.”

Eventually, 5-inch  shells
from a destroyer did the deed,
though Rash seems to take
great pride in the Barbero’s
stubbornness.

“She was a great boat,” he
said with a smile. “We had a
great skipper and a great crew.
We made two war patrols and
had to be towed back because
we took two aerial bombs real
close aboard aft and goofed up
our reduction gear We came
back on one screw. Those skip-
pers during World War Il really
took care of their crew.”

The three men met by
chance over the eourse of
the week, and all have fond if
varied memories of their 1SS
Barbero experiences.

Pete Sococo said he wait-
ed until 1965 (o get married

because of the 31 years of Kavy
service.

A native of Guam, Sococo
spent the better pant of World
War Il on a record 16 patrols,
the only submariner to do so
many during the war.

“The funny thing about
being on board a subma-
rine, when you got on board
the first thing they ry 1o do
is qualify you because, hey,
when something happens to
a sub and they're out in the
ocean you can't call the Coast
Guard,” he said. “You're going
to have to do the best you can
for your life, your crew and
your boat, too”

Sococo spent nine months
after the war teaching the
Turkish Navy how to run four
former US. Navy submarines.
From his Navy experience
Sococo said, “I'm 87 years old,
and every time | see all these
young kids 1 say, go for it man

Khuens

and study hard

boy because it's a lot different
type of ball game!"

Of his many years of Naval

service, conpled with meeting

and greeting a variety ship-
mates from different years,
Sococo said, “1've got a couple
of those shipmates that are
down here now, and | never
forget, they say, ‘damn that
Pete Sococo is still looking the
same!”

He said hard work is the key
to maintaining a young dispo-
sition.

World War [l submarine
veteran, Albert Cabana stood
topside of the USS Tennessee
(SSBN-734) as YN3 William
Kennedy served as tour guide.

The last time Cabana set
foot aboard a boat was under
unusual circumstances,
approximately 40 years ago,
aboard his World War I1 boat,
the USS Sea Cal (55/AGSS-
399).

“We were oun fishing off St
Pete Beach (St. Petersburg,
Fla.) and my buddy I was fish-
ing with said, "take a look over

there, | think | see a periscope,
and 1 said, ‘oh that's impos-

sible’ So 1 looked over and
sure enough, there was a sub-
marine surfacing and out of
the side there was a huge 399
which was the number that
commissioned my Sea Cat
Cabana said. The command-
ing officer then offered Cabana
a tour upon reaching port.

“1 think it's a 180 degrees
difference,” Cabana said when
asked about changes between
the Tennessee and his Sea Ca.

“The Sea Cat for me was a
complicated thing to qualify
on, but 1 cant imagine how
the boys on this boat would
ever get qualified with all the
equipment and the amount
of wiring and the different
departments they have on the
sub. It's absolutely incredible.”

Cabana had the pleasure to
be aboard the Sea Cat as she
pulled into Tokyo Bay for the
signing of the Japanese sir-
render, Sept. 2, 1945, officially
ending World War 1.



