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TIiE CUSTOM of "Tit ETRAdE" by RudYARd l{ipLiNG, SEA WARFARE,1916

TltEy bEAR, iN plACE of classic NAMES,

LETTERS ANd NUMbERS ON rhein SI<iN.

TltEy pLAy TltEiR GRisly blisdfold GAMES

IN LiTTLE bOXES MAdE of TiN.

SOMETiMES TltEy STALI< TltE ZEppEliN,

SOMETiMES TltEy lEARN WhERE MiNES ARE lAid,

OR WhERE ThE BALTic iCE is ThiN.

ThAT is ThE CUSTOM of "The TRAdE!"

ThE SCOUT'S OUAdRUplE FUNNel FLAMES

A MARl< FROM SWEdEN TO TltE SWiN,

ThE CRuisER'S ThuNd'ROUS SCREW pnoclaiets
HER COMMiNGS OUT ANd GOiNGS iN:

BUT oNly whiffs of PARAFFiN

OR CREAMY RiNGS ThAT Fizz ANd FAdE

Show WhERE ThE ONE'-EYEd DEAdl hAS bEEN.

ThAT is ThE CUSTOM of uTItE TRAdE."
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FEW pRiZE'-COURTSSiT UpON TJiEiR CLAiMS.

ThEY saldost TOW ThEiR TARGETS iN.

TItEY FoLLow CERTAiN SECRET AiMS

DOWN UNdER, FAR FROM STRiFE OR diN.

WhEN ThEY ARE REAdy TO bEGiN

No FLAG is FLOWN, NO Fuss is MAdE

MORE TitAN TItE ShEARiNG of A piN.

ThAT is TItECUSTOM of uThE TRAdE!'

ThEiR FEATS, rhein FORTUNES ANd TItEiR fAMES

ARE hiddEN FROM ThEiR NEAREST .{iN;

No EAGER public backs OR blAMES,

No JOURNAl pRiNTS TItE yARN ThEY SpiN

(ThE CENSOR would NOT LET ir iN!)

WhEN ThEY RETURN fROM RUN OR RAid.

UNhEARd ThEY WORt<, UNSEEN dlEY WiN.

ThAT is ThE CUSTOM of liThE TRAdE!'


