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NC Subvets at the Raleigh St. Patrick’s Day Parade
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NC Submarine Veterans from Tarheel, Nathanael Greene and Old North State stand in front of
the torpedo float before joining the St. Patrick’s Day Parade for the first time since the Pandemic
began. Parades in Thomasville (Memorial Day) and Asheboro (Veterans Day) are also back.

ALL CLEAR is the award winning quarterly publication of the United States Submarine
Veterans, Inc. (USSVI) sharing information from all USSVI bases in North Carolina
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USSVI CREED AND PURPOSE

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of
their duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacri-
fice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty
and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we shall provide a
way for all Submariners to gather for the mutual benefit and enjoyment. Our common
heritage as Submariners shall be strengthened by camaraderie. We support a strong U.S.
Submarine Force. The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will
bring about the perpetual remembrance of those shipmates who have given the supreme
sacrifice.

The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it comes in con-
tact with about the services our submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices

made possible the freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today.

North Carolina Submarine Veterans are Proud Members of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc. USSVI.org
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North Carolina Subvets Commander’s Report

North Carolina Subvets

If your are enjoyiing the up and down temperature range, your enjoying North Carolina
spring. the torpedo float has had an interesting few months and is making the rounds. St,
Patricks Day Parade in Raleigh, St Patricks Day on the coast. it will remain in edenton until the

bench dedication on April 29th'. I urge you to come to this event hosted by the

Albemarie Sound Base,thay have worked on this project for a long time. let’s show up and
give them their due,

After April 29th the float will be returned to my home and then taken to it's new permenant

stowage in Winston-Salem. It's next scheduled use will be the Thomasville Memorial Parade
May 29th by the Nathanael Greene Base.

Some future events scheduled for the spring/summer are ,Moonshine Mountain. the Old
North State Base is planning a meeting with the aurthor Charles ood in August, National Con-
vention in august. the Pearl Harbor Dinner in December. i am sure there will be plenty other
events for submariners to attend. Again, I urge you all to attend any event that you can.

I am still looking for a relief

Thank You
Jerry Emerson

NC SUBVET STATE COMMANDER

My e-mail nkiv368jle@gmail.com phone 252 235 2926
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North Carolina Submarine Veterans Leadership

District Commander ES1 - Vincent S. Sievert
NC SubVets Commander - Jerry Lee Emerson

Albemarle Sound

Commander: Frank Jones III
Sr. Vice Commander: William R. King
Secretary: Matthew L. Cinkovich

Treasurer: Matthew L. Cinkovich

Carolina Piedmont

Commander: Richard Petitt
Vice Commander: James F. Goins
Secretary: Tom Kelly

Treasurer: William Strand

Coastal Carolina

Commander: Scott L. Powell
Vice Commander: Kevin Kesterson
Secretary: William H. Underwood

Treasurer: Terry L. Kuhn

Nathanael Greene

Commander: Frank K, Gardner
Vice Commander: Rick Woodson
Secretary: David Lemy

Treasurer: Chuck Jensen
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Old North State

Commander: Vince Sievert

Vice Commander: Mike Sears
Secretary: John E. Murray

Treasurer: Dennis Cloutier

Tarheel Base

Commander: Jim Davis
Vice Commander: Richard L. Cimino
Secretary: Leland Kuntzman

Treasurer: Tom McFadden

USS Asheville
Commander: Joseph R. Schmidt Sr.

Vice Commander: Eugene Ipox Jr.
Treasurer: Richard L. Cox

Secretary: James A. Secord



NC Subvets Calendar of Events

1. April 29, 2023 North Carolina Edenton Submarine Memorial Dedication

2. May 19-21, 2023 Moonshine Mountain Memorial - Armed Forces Day - Carolina-Pied-
mont (hosting)

3. May 30, 2023 Memorial Day - Thomasville Parade - Nathanael Greene Base

4. May 30, 2023 Mmeorial Day Gathering at the S-28 Memorial with Coastal Carolina

Base

5. July 8, 2023 Nat Greene Base Picnic - Triad Park Shelter near Carolina Field of Honor
6. Aug. 28-Sep. 3 - USSVI 2023 Convention Oro Valley, Arizona
7. Tarheel Base Picnic October 7th

For updates to NC Subvets Calendar - ncsubvets.org

There are still rooms available at Big Lynn Lodge!
registration form
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http://www.biglynnlodge.com/
https://ncsubvets.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2023-REG-FORM8027.pdf

St Patrick’s Day Parades 2023

Attendees were: (L-R) Front row: Wade Cooper, Lee Kuntzman, Tony Van Schaick, Ron Dick-
ert, Jim Davis, Jim Jacobs, Vince Sievert, Dennis Cloutier, Chuck Jensen Back row: Rich Cimi-
no, Bill Lowe, Will Iwaniuk (driver), Bob Govern Not Pictured: Joe Peek, Jerry Leppart and
Wolfgang Friedrich.

Parade watchers bundled up for the March11th Ra-
leigh parade that featured our torpedo float.
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Coast Carolina Base float -March 15th
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Triad Honor Flights

T3

NC SubVets who were on the last flight
It started as a dream in 2005. National Honor Flight programs have been responsible for
flying nearly 250,000 WWII, Korean, Cold War and Vietnam veterans to our nation’s
capitol to experience their memorials. Triad Honor Flight Website for more information
Approximately 95 veterans have been served per flight. The remaining 90 seats are as-
signed to guardians, EMT'’s, team leaders, and a flight director.
Triad Honor Flights typically take by age unless there is a terminal illness, but flight are
normally filled at least 30 days prior to flight day? We will contact veterans to see if they
want to accept their spot and confirm. Please be patient with us and your application will
remain on file until you are called.
Flight Itinerary
May 3, 2023 TRIAD HONOR FLIGHT ITINERARY (Tentative)6-6:30am — Veterans arrive
7am — Send off ceremony
7:10am — TSA/Gate for those traveling
8:50an — Water cannon salute (viewing area for guests)
10am — Arrive at DCA
Iwo Jima Memorial, Arlington Cemetery, Air Force Memorial - Lunch delivery-
WWII Memorial, Korean War / Vietham Veterans / Lincoln Memorials
Drive back to Reagan National Airport
7pm — American Airlines charter departs Reagan National Airport for PTI
8:20pm — Land and deplane for WELCOME HOME PARTY at PTI
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https://triadhonorflight.org/flights/

Shipmates,

USSVI VSO News for April 2023

All Combat-Injured Vets Would Keep Their Full Re-
tirement, Disability Pay Under Proposal

https:/ /www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/02/28/all-combat-injured-vets-would-
keep-their-full-retirement-disabili -under-

posal.htmI?ESRC=navy-a_230301.nl
'Single Digits': Only a Handful of Sailors Booted over

the COVID-19 Vaccine Reportedly Want Back In

https:/ /www.military.com/daily-

news/2023/02/28/single-digits-only-handful-of-sai-
lors-booted-over-covid-19-vaccine-reportedly-want-

back.htmI?ESRC=navy-a_230301.nl

Top Enlisted Sailor Says Service Members Should Be
Able to Access Mental Health Care Without a Referral
https: / /www.military.com/daily-

news/2023/02/28/top-enlisted-sailor-says-service-

members-should-be-able-access-mental-health-care-
without-referral.htmI?ESRC=navy-a_230301.nl
Service Members Get Special Rental and Eviction Pro-

tection

matters/scra rental- and eviction-protec-

tion.htmI?ESRC=navy-a_230301.nl
Opt Out or Pay: All Troops to Automatically Get Life

Insurance March 1
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https:/ /www.military.com/daily-

news/2023/02/24/opt-out-or-pay-all-troops-auto-

matically-get-life-insurance-march-1.htmI?ESRC=na-
vy-a_230301.nl

Military Ret|rement and State Income Tax

Dav/state retlrement mcome-tax htmI?ESRC=navy-
a_230301.nl

DoD Still Hasn't Released a Form Needed for Retir-
ees’ One-Time Chance to Change SBP
https://www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/02/dod-still-hasnt-released-form-
needed-retirees-one-time-chance-change-
sbp.htmI?ESRC=eb_230303.nl

VA to Look at Racial Disparities in Claims Decisions
https://www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/02/va-look-racial-disparities-claims-
decisions.htmI?ESRC=eb_230303.nl

3M Subsidiary Claims Many Military Plaintiffs in Ear-
plug Case Did Not Suffer Hearing Loss

https: / /www.military.com/daily-news/2023/03/02
3m-subsidiary-claims-many-military-plaintiffs-ear-
plug-case-did-not-suffer-hearing-
loss.htmI?ESRC=eb_230303.nl

Biden Administration Releases New Cybersecurity

Strategy

https:/ /www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/02/biden-administration-releases-

new-cybersecurity-strat-
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egy.htmI?ESRC=eb_230303.nl
Veterans' Emergency Room Bills Could Get Repaid by
VA Thanks to Change

https:/ /www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/01/veterans-emergency-room-bills-
could-get-repaid-va-thanks-change.htmI?ESRC=eb
230302.nl

Navy Unveils New Mental Health 'Playbook’' That
Pushes Leaders to Talk with Sailors Early and Often
https:/ /www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/01/navy-unveils-new-mental-health

playbook-pushes-leaders-talk-sailors-early-and-of-
ten.htmlI?ESRC=eb 230302.nl

Military-Veterans Advocacy® Quarterly Newsletter.

https://www.militaryveteransadvocacy.org/up-
loads/3/4/1/0/3410338/mva_newsletter-win-

ter_2023.pdf
First Woman to Serve as 'Chief of the Boat' on a Sub-

marine Reports for Duty
https://www.military.com/daily-

news/2022/08/31 /first-woman-serve-chief-of-boat-

submarine-reports-duty.html
VA Drops Mask Requirements for Staff, Patients at

Most Medical Facilities
https:/ /www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/06/va-drops-mask-requirements-

staff-patients-most-medical-facili-
ties.htmI?ESRC=eb_230307.nl

Overclassification Overkill: The US Government Is
Drowning in a Sea of Secrets
https:/ /www.military.com/daily-news/opin-
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ions/2023/03/06/overclassification-overkill-us-gov-
ernment-drowning-sea-of-secrets.htmi?ESRC=eb_23
0307.nl

Vietham Blue Water and PACT Act info for Submar-
ines
https://app.box.com/s/5vpitm4kzf07vi8u0jb8q960n
hkOexs2

The New Tricare Pharmacy Contract: Delivering Value
for Military Families and Taxpayers
https://www.milita i

ers.html?ESRC=eb_230310.nl
Funding for Toxic Exposure Benefits, Medical Facili-

ties Construction VA $325 Billion Budget Proposal In-
cludes

https:/ /www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/09/va-325-billion-budget-proposal-
includes-funding-toxic-exposure-benefits-medical-fa-
cilities.htmI?ESRC=eb_230310.nl

Biggest Military Pay Raise in Decades Proposed by
White House

https:/ /www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/09/biggest-military-pay-raise-deca-

des-proposed-white-house.html
House GOP Entertains Scuttling VA's $16B Electronic

Health Records Program
https:/ /www.military.com/daily-

news/2023/03/08/house-gop-entertains-scuttling-
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vas-16b-electronic-health-records-pro-
gram.htmI?ESRC=eb_230309.nl
Lithium Batteries Will Soon Be Banned in Some Mili-

tary Moves

https:/ /www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/08/lithium-batteries-will-soon-be-

banned-some-military-moves.htmI?ESRC=eb_23030
9.nl

Biden to Unveil UK-Australia Submarine Deal Monday
in San Diego

https://www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/08/biden-unveil-uk-australia-sub-
marine-deal-monday-san-diego.htmI?ESRC=eb_2303
09.nl

Who Is Eligible for Space-A Flights?

https://www.military.com/travel /space-available-
flight-eligibility.htmI?ESRC=navy_230314.nl
How to Use the Survivor Benefit Plan's One-Time

Open Enrollment
https:/ /www.military.com/daily-

news/2023/03/10/how-use-survivor-benefit-plans-

one-time-open-enroliment.htmI?ESRC=navy 230314
.nl

Biden Announces Nuclear-Powered Submarines for
Australia

https:/ /www.military.com/daily-

news/2023/03/13/biden-announces-nuclear-pow-

ered-submarines-australia.htmI?ESRC=navy 230314
.nl

VA Asks for Historic $4.1 Billion for Construction as
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Agency Weighs Closing Some Aging Medical Facilities
https://www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/13/va-asks-historic-41-billion-con-
struction-agency-weighs-closing-some-aging-medi-
cal-facilities.htmI?ESRC=navy_230314.nl

Renewed Military ID Cards Can Be Sent by Mail in
New Pilot Program

https:/ /www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/13/renewed-military-id-cards-can-
be-sent-mail-new-pilot-program.htmlI?ESRC=eb_230
314.nl

The Hunt for Red October' Is Based on This Real So-

viet Mutiny

https://www.military.com/history/hunt-red-octo-
ber-based-real-soviet-mutiny.htmI?ESRC=eb_23031
7.nl

Key Senator Presses DoD on Protecting Service Mem-

bers from Medical Debt
https:/ /www.military.com/daily-

news/2023/03/16/key-senator-presses-dod-protect

ing-service-members-medical-debt.htmI?ESRC=eb_2
30317.nl

7 Ways the New Secure 2.0 Act Could Help You Save
for Retirement
https://www.military.com/money/personal-fi-
nance/7-ways-new-secure-20-act-could-help-you-
save-retirement.htmI?ESRC=eb_230317.nl

Ask Stew: How to Prepare for the Navy PST
https://www.military.com/military-fitness/ask-

stew-how-prepare-navy-pst?ESRC=eb_230316.nl
VA Secretary Swats Down Idea to Cut VA Disability
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Pay for Wealthier Vets

https://www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/23/va-secretary-swats-down-idea-
cut-va-disability-pay-wealthier-vets.htmI?ESRC=eb
230324.nl

VA Slashes Home Loan Rates for Native American

Vets on Tribal Lands

https:/ /www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/23/va-slashes-home-loan-rates-na-
tive-american-vets-tribal-lands.htmI?ESRC=eb_2303
24.nl

Navy Follows Army in Offering Prep Courses to Re-
cruits Who Don't Meet Fitness, Academic Standards

https://www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/22/navy-follows-army-offering-
prep-courses-recruits-who-dont-meet-fithess-aca-
demic-standards.htmI?ESRC=eb_230323.nl

VA Rolls Out New Mental Health Scholarship as Need
Increases

https:/ /www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/22/va-rolls-out-new-mental-health-
scholarship-need-increas-
es.htmI?ESRC=eb_230323.nl

The VA Is Hiring at Record Numbers. A Federal Work-
ers' Union Says It's Not Enough

https:/ /www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/21/va-hiring-record-numbers-feder-
al-workers-union-says-its-not-enoug-
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h.htmI?ESRC=eb 230322.nl
Survivors of Vets Who Died from PACT Act Ilinesses

Can Reapply for Benefits

https:/ /www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/21/survivors-of-vets-who-died-pact-
act-ilinesses-can-soon-reapply-bene-
fits.htmI?ESRC=eb_230322.nl

The 25 U.S. States Where Central Bank Digital Cur-
rency (CBDCs) Bills Have Been Introduced

https:/ /thedalesreport.com/crypto-nfts/the-25-u-s-
states-where-central-bank-digital-currency-cbdcs-
bills-have-been-introduced/

Everything You Need to Know About the Military
Draft
https://www.military.com/join-armed-forces/eve

thing-you-need-know-about-military-selective-serv-
ice-system.htmI?ESRC=navy 230321.nl

Renewed Military ID Cards Can Be Sent by Mail in
New Pilot Program

https://www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/13/renewed-military-id-cards-can-
be-sent-mail-new-pilot-program.htmI?ESRC=mr_230
320.nl

Can You Really Be Recalled to Active Duty at Any

Time?

https:/ /www.military.
requirements/can-you-really-be-recalled-active-du-

ty-any-time.htmI?ESRC=mr_230327.nl
Tricare Isn't Covering a Treatment for Eating Disor-

ders. Senators Want to Know Why.
https://www.military.com/daily-
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news/2023/03/24/tricare-isnt-covering-treatment-
eating-disorders-senators-want-know-
why.htmI?ESRC=eb 230327.nl

5 Reasons Veterans and Military Families Should Be
Concerned About TikTok
https:/ /www.military.com/daily-news/opin-

ions/2023/03/24/5-reasons-veterans-and-military-

families-should-be-concerned-about-tik-
tok.htmI?ESRC=eb 230327.nl
Camp Lejeune Health Claims Stalled Despite Law Al-

lowing Suits

https://www.military.com/daily-
news/2023/03/24/camp-lejeune-health-claims-stal-
led-despite-law-allowing-suits.htmI?ESRC=eb_2303
27.nl

Respectively
John Dudas
Veteran Service Officer
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Chaplain’s Corner

As we enter the third year of the Covid-19 pandemic, and with the
increased level of shootings, violence and over crime elevating, it is time
for all of us to re-new our beliefs and our faith.

A favorite story of faith comes to mind, and was related to me by John R
Matthis (b 1920, d 2013), a WWII Submarine Brother and Tarheel base
member who served in a variety of submarines, but this story is believed to
be during his time on the USS Haddock SS 231 during one of the six (6)
war patrols that John was a part of.

The USS Haddock was patrolling in and around Japan on the surface, with
John and Captain Roy M.. Davenport on the bridge. Note: John was a
Quartermaster during his Naval service.

As related to me...the lookouts spotted what appeared to be a Japanese
Zero some distance away, but getting nearer to the Haddock. The Captain,
looked around, then said to John...”John, as you know I have a very deep
faith”, and “I believe that the plane has not seen us and will veer away,
would you stay with me on the bridge?”

John did not hesitate to agree to stay on the bridge, despite the impending
danger that could be inflicted by the plane.

Time passed, and, by the grace of God, the Father Almighty the plane did
indeed veer away and gave no indication that the pilot had seen the
submarine.

This story shows the faith that both the Captain and John had. We all
need to review our faith, and re-new our beliefs in these troubled times.

Chaplain Gene Rutter
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LOST SUBMARINES - FIRST QUARTER

JANUARY

USS Scorpion

Lost sometime after January 5, 1944 with the loss of 76 men while on her

(SS-278) 4th war patrol in the YellowSea off China due to unknown causes. It is as-
sumed she was sunk by a mine.

USS Argonaut Lost on January 10, 1943 with the loss of 102 men while on her 3rd war

(SS-166) patrol southwest of New Britain. While attacking a convoy, she torpedoed

a Japanese destroyer who along with two other destroyers depth charged
her. As she tried to surface, the destroyers sunk her by gun fire.

USS Swordfish

Lost on January 12, 1945 with the loss of 89 men while on her 13th war

(SS-193) patrol by a possible Japanese surface attack or mine somewhere near Oki-
nawa.

USS S-36 Lost on January 20, 1942 while on her 2nd war patrol when she ran

(SS-141) aground on the Taka Bakang Reef in the Makassar Strait, east of Borneo
and radioed for help. The entire crew was rescued by a Dutch launch boat
after she was scuttled.

USS S-26 Lost on January 24, 1942 with the loss of 46 men while on her 2 nd war

(SS-131) patrol in the Gulf of Panama,14 miles west of San Jose Light. She was

rammed by the USS Sturdy (PC-460) and sunk within seconds. The CO,
XO and one lookout on the bridge were the only survivors.

February

USS Barbel Lost on February 4, 1945 with the loss of 81 men while on her 4th war pa-

(SS-316) trol during a Japanese air attack near the southern entrance to the Palawan
Passage.

USS Shark I Lost on February 11, 1942 with the loss of 59 men on her 1st war patrol af-

(SS-174) ter receiving orders to proceed to Makassar Strait via the north coast of
Celebes. Shark was the 1st US submarine sunk by enemy surface craft in
the Pacific.

USS Amberjack | Lost on February 16, 1943 with the loss of 72 men while on her 3 rd war

(SS-219) patrol when she was attacked by a Japanese patrol plane and surface craft
off Rabaul in the Solomon Sea.

USS Grayback Lost on February 26, 1944 with the loss of 80 men while on her 10th war

(SS-208) patrol when she was attacked by Japanese air and surface craft off Okina-

wa.
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USS Trout

Lost on February 29, 1944 with the loss of 81 men on her 11th war patrol

(SS-202) during a Japanese surface attack southeast of Okinawa in the Philippine
Sea.
March
USS Perch Lost on March 3, 1942 with no immediate loss of life while on her 1st
(SS-176) war patrol. After two severe depth chargings in less than 200 feet of wa-
ter by three Japanese destroyers, the crew abandoned ship and
scuttled her. Of the 59 men taken prisoner, 6 men died as POWs, and 53
survived the war. Her wreckage has been located off the coast of Java.
USS Grampus Lost on March 5, 1943 with the loss of 71 men while on her 6th war pa-
(SS-207) trol. She was lost after engaging two Japanese Destroyers in Vella Gulf
near the Solomon Islands.
USS H-1 Lost on March 12, 1920 with the loss of 4 men as they tried to swim to
(SS-28) shore after grounding on a shoal off Santa Margarita Island, off the coast
of Baja California, Mexico. Vestal (AR-4) pulled her off the rocks on the
morning of March 24 th, only to have her sink 45 minutes later in some
50 feet of water.
USS Triton Lost on March 15, 1943 with the loss of 74 men while on her 6th war pa-
(SS-201) trol when she was sunk during a fight with three Japanese destroyers
north of the Admiralty Islands, which are north of New Guinea.
USS Kete Lost on March 20, 1945 with the loss of 87 men at the end of her 2 nd
(SS-369) war patrol between Okinawa and Midway, cause unknown. May have
been sunk by a Japanese submarine that was subsequently lost.
USS F-4 Lost on March 25, 1915 with the loss of 21 men after she foundered 1.5
(SS-23) miles off of Honolulu. Acid corrosion in the battery tank let seawater into

the battery compartment, causing loss of control. F-4 was the first com-
missioned U.S. submarine to be lost at sea. She was raised in August
1915.

USS Tullibee
(SS-284)

Lost on March 26, 1944 with the loss of 79 men while on her 4th war pa-
trol. It's believed she was a victim of a circular run by one of her own tor-
pedoes north of Palau. The lookout was the only survivor and he sur-
vived the war as a Japanese prisoner.

USS Trigger
(SS-237)

Lost on March 28, 1945 with the loss of 89 men while on her 12 th war
patrol. She was lost during a combined attack by Japanese antisubmarine
vessels and aircraft in the East China Sea.
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